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President’s Welcome 
 
Welcome to your first year of law school! 
 
The next few years of your life (and, for 
some, what may seem like an eternity) mark 
the start of your journey to law land. I know 
it can be daunting starting out. And I can’t 
lie, these years will be challenging. But you’ll 
make new friends, gain access to so many 
opportunities and — all going to plan — have 
some fun along the way too. 
 
I have three major pieces of advice to every 
student: 

1. Get involved with Griffith LSA 
2. Take advantage of Griffith 
3. Make some new friends 

 
Here at Griffith LSA, we’re dedicated to 
providing our fellow law students with 
innovative and meaningful ways to connect 
with the  
legal profession and our peers. And we’re 
here to support you in all aspects of your 
academic, personal and professional 
development.  
 
Throughout the year, we run a draft of 
events that are designed to help further you 
either academically, in your search for a 
career or just to help you socialise with 
other law students. 
 
Griffith offers lots of interesting and varied 
opportunities, and you’ll find that you won’t 
be able to keep up with what all your friends 
are up to. You could be travelling around the 
world to Vienna, Malaysia or other Asia-
Pacific countries on the various study 
opportunities we have.  

 
 
 
 

 
Or you could take any of our clinical legal 
programs that give you real world experience 
whilst still gaining credit points. And these 
opportunities are only  
ones that relate directly to legal studies. 
There are numerous other opportunities that 
exist across Griffith that you can take 
advantage of. Always be on the lookout for 
these as  
they’re advertised across the numerous 
Griffith Facebook pages and in your student 
email inboxes. 
 
Don’t forget that this is the start of your 
professional network. The other students in 
this room now are people who you’ll no 
doubt be working with in the legal profession 
in the coming years. Really great friends are 
a key to getting the most out of law school. 
They’ll support you through your experience 
and you’ll find yourself helping them out 
with theirs too. 
  
Law school is more fun than it sounds, and I 
hope that you’ll start to feel this way too 
after getting your feet wet in your first year. 
Never be afraid to reach out to anyone to 
ask for help. We’re always here for you! 
 
I wish you the best of luck with your studies. 
And I can’t wait to see you at our events! 
 

Jamie Impson 
2019 Griffith LSA President 
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Networking in the Legal Industry 
 
Whether you like it or not, a significant 
contributor to both individual and business 
success is networking. Either through social 
media, business development activities or via 
attending events, the ability to sell yourself 
is rapidly becoming the predominant 
differentiation tool in a professional’s toolkit. 
 
Like many other professionals, lawyers have 
realised they can no longer sit and wait for 
work to come through the door. Instead, you 
need to be able to market yourself and your 
firm effectively to win new business.  
 
Marketing and the idea of networking has 
long been stigmatised, perhaps due to a 
perception that these activities are somehow 
disingenuous or will have a negative impact 
on a client’s opinion of themselves or their 
firm. However, it is becoming increasingly 
apparent that solicitors are required to 
undertake marketing activities whether they 
like it or not.  
 
This is being driven by a number of factors, 
such as:  

• Increased competition among law 
firms;  

• Increasingly demanding and 
sophisticated buyers of legal services; 
and  

• The expansion of the legal industry 
and those operating within it. 

 
When it comes to networking at events, the 
goal is to gain a ‘social edge’ over the 
competition. Confidence, authenticity and 
approachability are key when building 
relationships. At its simplest, networking can  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
be broken down into a simple three-stage 
process: prepare, engage and follow-up. 
 
Prepare 
 
Preparation is the key to performing well at 
any event. Attending a business function is 
no different. It’s important to think about 
some key  
questions beforehand and try and do some 
research into who will be attending and 
whom you might want to approach. Before 
attending any event, conference or course, 
try and think about the following questions:  

• Who will be there?  
• Who do you want to meet?  
• What are the current issues/interest 

areas for that industry/business?  
• What are your objectives in 

approaching a particular client?  
• Who are your target groups?  
• Does anyone in the firm already have 

a relationship with those groups and 
would they be able to introduce you? 

 
Engage 
 
Interpersonal effectiveness is essential for 
successful networking. Most first 
impressions are formed within ten seconds 
of meeting someone, and at a social function 
with lots of people, you often won’t get 
more than a few minutes to speak with 
someone and form some kind of initial 
relationship. When meeting people for the 
first time, be authentic, interested and 
genuine. Engage in listening to others rather 
than talking about yourself. Many successful 
networkers participate in conversations but 
never dominate.  
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Some tips to remember: 
 

• Work as a team – networking is often 
more effective if done in pairs or 
groups. By complementing each other, 
you can promote each other’s 
strengths and use the introduction of 
a colleague as a way to move on and 
circulate with other people. 

• Don’t brag – try not to be too obvious 
in promoting yourself. 

• Be brief – be wary of boring people or 
taking too much of their time. 

• Advice – don’t give advice unless 
someone specifically asks – you may 
risk offending them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow Up 

The main point to take away regarding 
follow-up after an event is to remember to 
do it. Networking is almost a complete waste 
of time if you don’t follow up. Why? Because 
networking rarely pays off after meeting 
someone once. It is all about building trust 
and let’s face it … you will rarely if ever 
really trust someone after meeting them just 
one time. 

HopgoodGanim Lawyers  
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Competitions 
 
Welcome to the Griffith LSA 2019 
Competitions! I’m Eric, and I’m running the 
LSA’s legal competitions this year. These are 
competitions which are grounded in the 
practical skills you’ll be using in practice, 
representing a fantastic opportunity for you 
to build the skills of practice that firms rate 
highly in successful graduates.   
 
This year marks the first year of our Open 
Competitions Finals and Awards Night. The 
final open moot will be presented at this 
event, followed by the presentation of first 
and runner up teams in other internal 
competitions. This gives you the opportunity 
to not only build your advocacy skills, but to 
market them to firms pretty much directly. 
Coming into clerkship season, I think we can 
all agree this gives you an invaluable edge. 
 
We look forward to having you participate in 
our Junior and Open Competitions for 2019.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
I can’t wait to see all competitors 
throughout the trimester and hope to see 
you at our finals night. 
 

Mooting 
 
Mooting is essentially a mock trial format 
competition. Two teams of two individuals 
acting as junior and senior counsel 
(accompanied by an optional 3rdsolicitor to 
help with research) will go head to head to 
argue differing sides of a fact scenario from 
legal principles. 
To prepare for this competition, you will be 
given the facts and need to draft a written 
submission using the given template. You 
will then be given the chance to argue your 
submission in front of a judge who will ask 
you questions. This is the most esteemed 
competition to partake in both nationally and 
internationally and an experience highly 
sought after by employers in the legal 
industry. 
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Client Interview 
 
Client interview is one of the other 
alternative dispute resolution competitions 
offered by the LSA. In this competition, your 
team of two will be placed in an interview 
format with a potential client. You will be 
tasked with building rapport with the client, 
finding the facts of the matter (including a 
number of secret facts), and finally offering 
a bit of advice based on the client’s 
situation. 
 
To prepare for this competition, you will be 
given a short one or two sentence “email” 
from your legal assistant. This will give you a 
very brief outline of what the client said the 
issue was and will point you in the right 
direction of the law to research. Preparation 
for this competition is relatively minimal, 
with the majority of score being based on 
your teamwork and people-skills. 
 

 

Negotiation  
 
Negotiation is one of the most popular 
competitions the LSA holds. In this 
competition, two teams of two will negotiate 
an agreeable deal given a certain set of 
shared and secret facts. Each team will work 
towards getting the best outcome for their 
client, with points awarded based primarily 
on the team’s abilities to work constructively  
 

within their own team and with the 
opposition. In the Open Competitions, the 
scenarios will be constructed to test both 
your legal knowledge as well as your 
advocacy skills. Ashurst again sponsors our 
Junior Negotiation this year. As one of the 
largest and most successful Corporate 
commercial firms operating in Australia and 
Internationally, this competition presents a 
highly prestigious and sought-after 
opportunity. 
 

Witness Examination 
 
Witness examination is the most challenging 
competition offered by the LSA. A deep 
understanding of the evidentiary principles 
underpinning cross-examination will be 
required to succeed in this competition. You 
will be required to examine the witness in 
order to uncover any and all information that 
may benefit your client. Given the complexity 
of this competition, it is not offered as a 
Junior Competition.  
 
 
The cut-off date for registration is Thursday 
14th March 2019. 
 
For further information or queries visit 
http://www.griffithlsa.org.au/competitions/  
 
or email Eric at 
competitions@griffithlsa.org.au  
 

Eric Jeffery 
VP Competitions 
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Hi everyone,  
 
Welcome to first year law!  
 
My name is Rose Burbery and I am your VP 
Education for 2019. I have a couple tips and 
tricks to ease this transition and prepare you 
for what lies ahead. Regardless of where 
you’ve come from and why you’ve chosen 
law (even if you just really love Suits), you 
can set yourself up for success. 
 
My first recommendation is to make friends! 
Even though this might seem to be pretty 
generic advice your mum gave you on your 
first day, it is absolutely essential! Talk to 
people in your lectures and tutes- they know 
exactly what you are going through right 
now. This network can provide a few friendly 
faces around campus and could give you 
people to form a study group with, or even 
just share a few law-related memes. 
 
To facilitate that, my next recommendation 
is to get involved! Attend the networking 
events, read publications, join competitions, 
and participate in the social events too. I 
would certainly recommend you become a 
member of the LSA, but don’t be afraid to 
join other groups outside of law- we all need 
a break after all! Community groups, social 
sport, and volunteering can be a great way to 
meet new people and make valuable 
connections.  
 
My next recommendation is to attend your 
lectures AND try not to spend most of your 
time on Facebook. I have certainly fallen into 
the trap of attending a lecture and not even 
known what we were discussing in class- 
but it just creates more work for you later 
on. Even though you can watch recorded 
lectures online, attending in person will give 
you an idea of what cases/issues may be 
more  

 

 
 
important than others (read: examinable!). 
The slides provided to you don’t contain all 
of the lecture material, and the comments 
made by the lecturer are important for 
exams and assessment. In order to make 
awesome exam notes that will make all your 
friends jealous, you are going to have to 
supplement the info on the slides, as well as 
from your weekly readings. Although it can 
seem really cool that most law exams are 
open book, you often don’t have a lot of time 
to peruse these, so making your own notes 
is SUPER valuable as it helps you to retain 
the information.   
 
Finally, take it easy on yourself! When you 
first start university it can seem 
overwhelming, but as long as you keep 
showing up and giving it a go, then you can 
succeed. If you miss out on doing your tute 
prep one week, attend the class anyway- 
you are going to learn more from this than if 
you had decided to sit at home on Facebook. 
Your lecturers are happy to answer 
questions on the content if you are 
confused- use them! If you have other 
questions or just need a friendly face to tell 
you that it IS going to be ok, then contact 
your peer mentors or contact me!  
 
See you around! 
 

Rose Burbery 
VP Education 
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Introduction to Mentoring 
 
My time at university has been some of the 
best years of my life to date, however it was 
not always so enjoyable for me – I started as 
an 18-year-old who didn’t know anyone and 
who didn’t know what drew me to study a 
Bachelor of Laws / Bachelor of Government 
and International Relations. I remember 
being excited to start my university journey 
however when I arrived on Orientation Day it 
seemed as if everyone knew someone. I 
knew no one. This changed however after I 
was separated into my mentoring group and 
introduced to 13 other people who were 
doing the same degree as I was, and a few of 
these people would soon become some of 
my closest friends. Something no one told 
me when I started university was how quick 
and easy it is to make friends with people, 
and friends, you will come to learn, will be 
integral to your happiness and quite frankly 
your sanity at law school! Law is not an easy 
degree, well not for most people anyway, 
however it is made considerably better when 
you have a collaborative and supportive 
group of people around you who encourage 
you to constantly do better.  
 

 
The Griffith Law School Peer Mentoring 
Program is designed to facilitate interaction 
amongst your new peers and to help you 
navigate university life! You have been  

 
 

 
 
assigned mentors who have many years of 
experience in your degree and who have 
volunteered their time to guide and support 
each and every one of you through your first 
trimester as a law student. They can help 
you find your way around what services 
Griffith has to offer to cater for your specific 
needs, help you navigate MyGriffith and 
Learning@Griffith, and they will also be 
happy to show you how to use the library’s 
services in order to maximise your learning 
and show you the amount of free resources 
you have at your disposal. In addition to 
being someone who can show you the ropes 
of law school, mentors are also there to act 
as a familiar face and a friend. 
 
Please, never feel as if you cannot approach 
your mentor and ask them for help. No 
matter how silly you might think you 
question is, I know from first-hand 
experience, as a student and a mentor, that 
no one has ever asked a question another 
student was not thinking! Additionally, 
please feel free to ask your mentor if you 
can meet up with them if you are struggling 
with juggling everything, or even if you just 
need to talk to somebody. They have 
volunteered for this role anticipating these 
sorts of things, so please feel comfortable 
talking to them about any concerns you 
might be having, no matter how  
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you need, they will be able to refer you to 
someone who can assist. It is very important 
to note however that your mentors are not 
there to act as tutors for you or to proofread 
your assignments. If you do need a tutor 
please refer to the Student Guild tutoring 
website. However, mentors can still give you 
pointers about how to handle exams, 
referencing, contacting your lecturers or 
other university staff, or anything else you 
may have trouble with, as well as the more 
day-to-day stuff like what to do in a tutorial, 
finding your lecture theatre or getting 
involved with the LSA. 
 

 
It is not mandatory for you to get involved 
with the Peer Mentoring Program however I 
would strongly encourage giving it a go! Law 
school can be quite nerve wracking to begin 
with and so it is really helpful to not only 
have a mentor there to help you out but also 
to know a group of students who are 
probably feeling the exact same as you.  
 
If you feel as though you are not receiving 
adequate support by your assigned mentor, 
please reach out and let them know exactly 
what it is you need help with. If you still feel  

as though you need more support, or you 
have an queries about the mentoring 
program in general please contact me at 
millie.vernick@griffithuni.edu.au 
 
Finally, I would like to say that if I were to 
give one piece of advice it would be to say 
hello to every single person you sit next to! I 
am currently in my third year and I still do 
this to this day. You never know who 
someone you say hello to might introduce 
you to. I came to this realisation after (very) 
awkwardly saying hello to a girl in one of my 
last Foundations of Law tutorials. The 
following semester I saw her familiar face in 
Global Law, so I went and sat with her and 

her group – I never 
would have imagined 
the special bond I would 
come to share with this 
group of people; we 
have been inseparable 
ever since that first 
Global Law class and I 
couldn’t be happier 
about it! Some of us 
have gone on exchange, 
others have moved 
universities or changed 
degrees and yet they are 
still my closest friends.  
 
It is my wish that 

everyone reading this will be able find a 
group of people who care about you, support 
you, and encourage you to do better every 
day – and it is my sincere belief that by 
getting involved with your peer mentor 
group, as well as awkwardly saying hello to 
everyone you sit next to is the key to 
achieving this! 
 

Millie Vernick  
Internal Education Officer 
Internal Competitions Officer 
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Community legal centres are a resource that 
provides free information and legal 
assistance to those who need it. This can 
extend to legal assistance, referrals, 
advocacy, and representation and casework. 
Getting involved in volunteer work in your 
local community not only allows you to help 
those in need around you, but it is also 
something that employers find highly 
desirable! You will find that it is quite hard 
to get your first job or internship in the legal 
industry, as almost everywhere wants 
experience, it’s the age old ‘you need 
experience to get experience’ dilemma. A 
way to navigate this hurdle is to put your 
hand up to do volunteer work at one of the 
many community legal centres on the Gold 
Coast or in Brisbane. It must be noted 
though that a lot of law students, from first 
to fifth year apply for volunteer positions, (it 
took me three attempts to be selected), so 
please do not be discouraged if you do not 
get selected the first time.  

 
Gold Coast Community Legal Centre Inc.  
 
So, what is it like and what can you expect 
to gain out of volunteering for places such as 
a community legal centre? Well, I started as 
an advice volunteer at the Robina 
Community Legal Centre in February 2019 
and I love it so far! I have already had 
multiple opportunities to see how the law 
operates in a variety of very real situations. 
As a lawyer’s assistant it is my job to take 
very detailed notes of what  

 
Robina Community Legal Centre Inc. 
 
the client’s situation is and then to carefully  
document the advice given to them by one 
of our lawyers. This has allowed me to 
develop a deeper understanding of how the 
theoretical knowledge we acquire at 
university is put into action in various real-
life situations.  
 
Additionally, it has allowed me to grow 
professionally as I am able to learn the ropes 
of how the legal system runs on a basic 
level. I have experienced how a client 
consultation runs, the strict rules around 
confidentiality in real world situations, and it 
has allowed me to see how advice should be 
given to clients. I would definitely 
recommend that every law student give 
volunteer community legal work a go as it is 
not only personally rewarding to know you 
are helping those who cannot afford legal 
help, but it is also professionally rewarding 
as you gain an insight into how the law 
operates in practice.  
 
Gold Coast Community Legal Centre:  
http://www.advicebureau.org.au 
 
Robina Community Legal Centre:  
http://www.rclc.net.au 
 

Millie Vernick  
Internal Education Officer 
Internal Competitions Officer 
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Friends 
 
University is daunting. I remember in the 
weeks leading up to O-Week in my first year, 
I wasn’t nervous about my classes, the 
content, or getting lost on campus — my 
biggest fear was having to make friends. 
 
Throughout my time here at Griffith, I’ve met 
some people who have become my best 
friends – and I’ve even had the chance to 
travel with a massive group of my friends for 
short-term exchange in South Korea this 
past December and January. 
 
Now that I’m in my fifth (and hopefully final) 
year of university, I am here to give you 
some advice and instil some confidence into 
you nervous lil’ first years. 
 
Don’t be afraid to sit next to people in your 
classes 
 
In your first classes, you’ll find yourself 
having to find the few empty seats so you 
can all squeeze into the room. This is the 
prime time to make friends and make 
connections! If you’re forced to sit next to 
each other, you’ll find that you always have a 
friend when the class eventually thins out to 
half a dozen students every week (sad, but 
that’s the reality of full adult responsibility 
and self-directed education). 
 
Further, invite people to sit next to you in 
class 
 
If you see someone walk into the class 
struggling to decide on where to sit, make 
some body or facial gestures to indicate that 
the seat next to you is free and they are 
welcome to sit next to you. If they see a 
friendly face around in the lecture or class, 
they will feel less anxious, and you’ll 
probably feel the same. Win-win. 
 

Treat group assignments as new 
opportunities to make friends 
 
We’ve all had or known someone who has 
had a group assignment experience from 
hell. However, chances are you probably 
haven’t (yet), so you should open your heart 
and mind to the endless friend opportunities 
that may come from group assignments. 
Who knows, you may end up meeting your 
next travel buddy, or someone who likes the 
same music as you! 

 
Learn to discuss the content with the people 
next to you in class 
 
Lecturers and tutors are infamous for forcing 
discussion amongst the class. This is the 
best way to make casual conversation. After 
you have finished discussing the content in 
class, you can ask them simple questions 
about them, what they study, and their 
hobbies. I don’t want to tell you it’s that 
easy but… it really IS that easy. 
 
Join at least one cultural or sporting club 
 
We have many cultural and sporting clubs on 
campus who are always ready to take in new 
members with open arms. If you’re on 
campus during O-Week and first week, I 
would highly recommend you check out the 
club stalls and talk to the members who are 
representing the club. It’s the best way to 
gauge whether or not you’ll fit into their 
culture, and it might even help you discover 
a new hobby or interest. 
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Be open to invitations by other friends or 
classmates to social or networking events 
 
Don’t be a stranger and accept invitations to 
parties, events, and social gatherings. Even if 
you’re there for only an hour or two, those 
couple of hours could open you up to new 
friendship opportunities or connections. 
Also, just say yes, even if you don’t end up 
going – it shows that you will always be 
keen for the next event. 
 
Don’t be afraid to ask, ‘what are you doing 
after this?’ 
 
If you’ve made a new friend in class, don’t be 
afraid to ask if they’re free to stick around 
for coffee or lunch. Even if they decline, you 
can  

 
always tell them you’ll see them in class 
next week, and gradually work from there. I 
know that it can be hard to put yourself out 
there sometimes — but now that I’ve given 
you some tips, exercise them in all aspects 
of your life. Take small steps in meeting new 
people, and don’t be afraid to talk in class. 
You’ll be surprised at how receptive people 
at university can be, and it’s mostly because 
they feel just as nervous as you are. Now you 
can be nervous together. 
 

Angel Nikijuluw  
via Getamungstit 
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Griffith Services 
 
As well as contacting your mentors for 
help, there is a range of personal 
specialised support services provided at 
Griffith intended to further assist 
students. These include health services, 
counselling, welfare and financial 
assistance, Aboriginal and Torre Strait 
Islander services, and faith and 
spirituality services.  
 
Health services 
Health services are available for all 
students. 

• Flu vaccination clinics: Available 
on the Gold Coast from the 25th of 
February to the 22nd of March 2019 
at the Student Centre (G33)  

• Griffith’s smoking Cessation 
program aimed to help students 
who want to quit smoking:  

• Mental health nurses who assist 
students with stress management 
and coping with struggles of 
university and outside life  

• Sexual health checks 
• Pap smears 
• Pathology services 
• GP services 

 
To book an appointment call Gold Coast 
Health and Medical Service at (07) 5552 
8734.  
 
Counselling: 
If you find yourself struggling or going 
through something and need someone to 
talk to, Griffith counselling is available. 
Counselling sessions are free and 
confidential and can be done face-to-
face or online through video counselling, 
counselling messaging, or email 
counselling exchanges. To find out more 
about Griffith counselling, visit 

www.griffith.edu.au/student-
services/health-
counsellingwellbeing/counselling-
wellbeing 
 
Welfare and Financial Assistance: 
If you are in need of welfare or financial 
assistance, you can book an appointment 
with a welfare officer. For information 
regarding loans, rental help, Centrelink, 
textbook exchange and more, visit 
https://www.griffith.edu.au/student-
services/welfare-and-financial-
assistance.  
  
Aboriginal and Torre Strait Islander 
Services: 
GUMURRI is a support unit provided for 
Aboriginal and Torre Strait Islander 
students. Griffith Aboriginal and Torre 
Strait Islander staff are available to 
assist students from undergraduate to 
postgraduate years, including 
recruitment, orientation, and tutorial 
assistance. The Gold Coast campus 
GUMURRI Student Support Unit is 
located at G11, Level 2. For further 
information, visit: 
https://www.griffith.edu.au/gumurrii-
student-support-unit  
 
Faith and spirituality services: 
Griffith provides a safe space for 
students of all different faiths. Dedicated 
prayer rooms are located at Academic 1 
G01 Room 2.31 and the International 
Building G52 ground floor, both open 
during university hours. For more 
information, visit: 
https://www.griffith.edu.au/student-
services/faith-and-spirituality  
 

Nayab Shah 
Equity Officer 
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Legal Terms Quick Reference Guide

In law, we basically have our own language as professionals. You’ll come across many
more terms than this throughout your degree. But we thought these ones would be a 
good start to help you along. Don’t worry if it seems like a lot — you won’t need to 
memorise them. You can always come back and refer to this guide, or just do a good 
Google search of the term.

Term What it means 

AGLC Australian Guide to Legal Citation. You’ll use this as a referencing style in your 
law assignments. There’re two recent versions: the third version and the fourth 
version. Your lecturers will tell you which version to use. 

Anor “Another”, meaning one more defendant or respondent. Not a particularly 
negligent person always being sued, just an abbreviation to shorten case names 
in some citations. But when using AGLC you shouldn’t include it. 

bona fide Latin for “with good faith”. In law, the technical meaning is without an intention 
to deceive. 

CJ After a last name, this means “Chief Justice”. For example, “Kiefel CJ” would be 
read as “Chief Justice Kiefel”. 

curia 
advisari 
vult 

Latin for “the court wishes to be advised”. You’ll see this frequently at the 
beginning of High Court judgments. It just means that the Court took time to 
deliberate and consider its judgment before pronouncing it. 

de facto Latin for “of fact”. In summary, it means something that exists in fact but is not 
necessarily sanctioned by or in accordance with law. 

de jure Latin for “of law”. In summary, it means something that exists or holds a 
specific position at law because of a legal right. 

defendant The party against whom a claim is brought. This is the party it is claimed that 
has done damage or injury. 

ex parte Latin for “from a side”. An application made “ex parte” is one only brought by 
one party without the court hearing any submissions from the other. A party 
who brings an application ex parte is under a higher duty of disclosure to the 
court than they otherwise would have. 

ex tempore Latin for “out of the moment”. This means that the judge made the decision 
right after or very close in time to hearing submissions on the case. Generally, 
these are not written beforehand. 
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court 

An inferior court is a court that is lower than another in the court hierarchy. 
Generally, the term “inferior court” will mean the Magistrates’ Court. But you 
could also call the District Court inferior to the Supreme Court. 

inter alia Fancy Latin term for ‘among other things’. It basically means “including”. Throw 
it into conversation when you want to, inter alia, look smart and cool. 

J After a last name, this means “Justice”. For example, “Gaudron J” would be 
read as “Justice Gaudron” and “Gaudron and Bell JJ” would be read as “Justices 
Gaudron and Bell”. 

obiter dicta Latin for something said in passing. These are statements of the court in a 
judgment that don’t have binding effect on inferior courts. They can 
nevertheless be very persuasive in certain cases. Legal academics love them. 

Ors “Others”, meaning there are at least two or more defendants or respondents. 
Not a particularly negligent person always being sued, just an abbreviation to 
shorten case names in some citations. But when using AGLC you shouldn’t 
include it. 

per se By or in itself. 

plaintiff The party who brings a claim. They generally bear the burden of proof. 

prima facie Fancy Latin term for “at first face”. Use this one when you want to sound 
smart. 

R “Rex” or “Regina”, meaning King or Queen respectively. Used in Australia to 
indicate a criminal trial in the District or Supreme Court. This is because 
criminal prosecutions are brought by the state (historically the monarch). You 
read this as “The Crown”. 

ratio 
decidendi 

Latin for “the reason for the decision”. This is the law that is made in a case 
and is the most important part of the decision. If you want an in-depth 
explanation, read the judgment of McHugh J in Woolcock Street Investments 
Pty Ltd v CDG Pty Ltd (2004) 216 CLR 515. 

stare 
decisis 

Latin for “stand by things decided”. This is the doctrine of precedent and means 
that the court will look to past decisions to inform their decisions in cases 
before them. This means that inferior courts must follow the decisions of 
superior courts where they’re on the same subject matter. 

superior 
court 

A superior court is a court that is higher in the hierarchy than another. It 
generally refers (in Queensland) to the Supreme Court and the District Court. 
These courts can overrule the decisions of inferior courts. 

v Used to separate the two parties in a matter. In civil trials, this is read as “and”. 
In criminal trials, as “against”. For example, Griffith University v Tang is read as 
“Griffith University and Tang” and R v Royall is read as “The Crown against 
Royall”. 
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Discover extraordinary  
opportunities

We are HopgoodGanim.  
A leading legal and advisory firm that helps achieve  

exceptional outcomes. 

From Brisbane and Perth with clients in all corners.  
We solve the big problems for large corporates, private business, government 

and private clients.

/ To apply and find out more 
hopgoodganim.com.au/careers

Search HopgoodGanim Lawyers on
LinkedIn, Instagram or Facebook
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Facebook 

https://fb.com/GriffithLawStudentsAssociation  
 
 

 
Instagram 

@GriffithLSA 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LinkedIn 

Griffith University Law Students' Association 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Website 
https://griffithlsa.org.au  
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